Mr. PATTEN’S 


Dire&tions with regard to the improvement = <4 
: of temporal bleffings. # -— 
A 
Thankfgiving S—ERMon, 

ee 
Delivered to the 3 
Firft Society in New-Lonpon, 


December 2d, 1784. 


+ 


ie ia ie 
Bo ue ht en 


By WILLIAM PATTEN, A.M 


in @ day of profperity be joyful.--- 
: The infpired Preacher. 


= 7 @ CREE 
NEW-LONDON: Printed by Ty -: this 4 


O thofe Gentlemen whofe importunity allured away a 

copy of the enfuing difcourfe for the prefs, and whofe 

generofity has defrayed the expence of publication, its au- 
thor begs leave to dedicate the performance. 


He thinks. himfelf favored, indeed, in having men whofe 
judgment he reveres---whofe tafte is refined, and who are 
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__. ECCLESIASTES IX. 7th. 


GO thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with 
a merry beart—, 


6 C ‘Te: I intend: But does the {cripture incul- 


cate my refolution ?---I could with to hear the 
liberty explained :---I fear it is ironical.” It is 
not ;——but the text is ferious in-that which it enjoins. 
. The other part of the verfe is the reafon upon which the 
command is leadiale for. GOD now accepteth thy works : 
the meaning of which is, «* He now bleffes your exertions, 
He profpers your undertakings, he fucceeds your defigns, 
therefore improve his gifts with joy.” GOD now accepteth 
thy works cannot be applied in a fpiritual fenfe, i. e. « He 
approveth of your perfon, he is pleafed with your condué& 
as a moral agent ; and fince you are interefted in his love, 
and are fure of heaven you may now take pleafure in worldly 
enjoyments :” at leaft it cannot be confined under fo limited 
a conitruction ; but it immediately refers to the fmiles of 
Gop’s providence, to his crowning our labors with his loving 
kindnefs. 

In the book of Ecclefiaftes, mankind are confidered in two 
points of light,—as moral agents, and as rational beings whofe 
prefent ftate of exiftence is frai/, whofe prefent enjoyments 
are tranfitory.---The Preacher gives them direétions with re- 
gard to their conduét in both refpeéts :—how they may fecure 
their future peace, and how they muft improve the enjoyments 
pf this life, if they would be happy in them ; this cannot but 
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Eg 
~ be owned by all who perufe the book impartially, and if fo, 
that the conftruction upon the words which are the fubje& of 


this difcourfe, is juft, muft follow ; for, eat thy bread with 
joy mutt have reference to an improvement of temporal blef- 


fings. 

The text is hable to abufe :——-drink thy wine with a 
merry beart, i.e. * be as gay as I pleafe,’”’ fays fome light 
mind ; but it does not ju/ify, much lefs enjoin any indulgen- 
cies, which are inconfiftent, either with reafon, or religion ; 
for,as mankind are a rational and an accountable fpecies, it 
is neceffary that their grasienasinns bear the marks of propri- 
ety and dignity, and that their recreations be innocent and . 


Upon this oceafion I truft that zove will think it unfuita- 
ble, to confider the manner in which we ought to improve 
the bleffings of providence, image ia thofe for which we 
‘have affembled to give <a = My text will = to 
dwell, principally, upon. this; but in its connexion it fuggefts 
eaaclceadee which aycapaloke brought into view, & that 
IT could wifh to have my-——-Docrring——as general as 
this, Be ; é : ; 

That it isthe duty of all whom the Almighty profpers,—all 
of whofe labors he approves, to iaqecencnin gifts with joy, 
to make ufe of them in a manner which will afford them the . 
moft rea/ happinefs, — 

It is the duty of all, who are profpered in any degree. This 
is implied in the text :---eat thy bread ;—they who have only 
bread, or what is barely neceffary to life, muft improve. that 
with jay; and they who have wine, who are blefs’d with the 
~ conveniencies of a higher ftation, muft-ufe them with a merry 
| peart. ~ - - 

T would: difcourfe upon the doétrine under three heads, 
‘of which the ig 

Itt. will be, That when the labors of any are attended with 
fuccefs, itis owing to the blefling of Gep :—for GOD now 
accepteth thy works. * 8s 

~. T-would confider 

‘Iidly,.. What is implied in the.exhortation, eat thy bread 
ith joy, and drink thy wine with amerry heart. And — — 
. " IlIdly, 


——— rll 


i ae 
-Wiidly. That it is the duty of all whom Providence fac- 
ceeds, thus to improve their profperity. 


. The difcourfe will conclude with an application of the 
fubje&t.. The 


- Ift. Obfervation which invites your attention is, That when 
any are fucceeded in their labors; profpered in their purfuits, 
it is owing to the blefling of Gop :---GOD now accepteth 
thy works. : 

. Though. this truth be fo obvious, the idea fo familiar, yet 
it #s but /e/dom, and then but faintly realized. All have need 


to be reminded of it, and, particularly, is it of importance. 


upon this anniverfary of praife. 
Mankind have fome fenfe of their obligations to Gop for 


fignal interpofitions in their favor ; but they take but little. 
notice of his common providence. They own themfelves. 
indebted to his care when they have been protected from any. 
furprifing danger,—when they have been preferved in a fitu-- 


ation in which others have fallen,—when'they have been 


reftored from difeafes which to others have been fatal ; but a. 
continuance of their lives, while others are in health, they — 
impute to the purity of the air,---to fome favors in their 


conftitution, or to fome circumftances in their natural fitua- 
tion, feparately from the idea of the providence of Gop.— 
And though they may acknowledge the goodnefs of Gop in 


- fupplying them, while others are deftitute, and in providing 


for them: beyond their profpects; yet they look no higher 
than the clouds, no further than the fun to find the reafons 
why they have the neceffaries of life in thofe feafons in which 
Gop caufes the earth to yield ber increafe. And though they 
may acknowledge the goodnefs of Gop in filencing the din, 
in foothing the diftre/s of war ;~—though they may own his 
hand when it leads them from the dreadful field whofe air 


‘is /moke, whofe day is flafhing flame, whofe thunders wing a 


thoufand o/ts, whofe furface ftreams in d/ood :—though they 
may fee his hand when it leads them from fo fatal a fituation, 
and places them under the luxuriant vine, the peaceful fig- 
tree, yet, after they have refted there but_a little time, the 
teafon why they arg not difturbed will be, that there is no 
7 nation, 


nation, who ¢an conveniently commence hoftilities againft 
them. But the Preacher had ideas different from thefe, 
GOD now accepteth thy works :—“ every fuccefsful under- 


_ taking is an evidence of his goodnefs. Fhough the attain- 


- 


ment may be an end of which your -exertions were the 
mean, yet it-is his gift, you are indebted to hirn for it as 
a favor. Alli thofe bleffings, which appear to have a caufe 
in nature are beftowed by him, if not in an immediate, yet 
in bis way. He has eftablifhed the connexion between caufes. 
and effects, and it is owing to his fuperintendency, that any 
means are attended with agreeable confequences. He has 
the control of all things,---the direétion of every favor :— 
if you enjoy your health, it is becaufe he hath cormmiffioned 
no difeafe to feize your feelings, or to wafe your bloom :—If 
the fields yield their increafe, it is becaufe he hath faid, that, 
while the earth remains, feed-time and barveft--foall not ceafe, 
and orders the feafons accordingly ; and if you enjoy your 
liberties, it is be > he-hath not faid to any of his /words, 
awake.” So that Gop is the author%i/,--of common, as weil 
as fingular,--of frated, as well as occafional mercies : no works 
profper, but thofe which he accepteth, no bieffings are en~ 
joyed, but thofe which he beftows. : 

- This brings us to the’next general head which is to confider 


IIdly. What is implied in the exhortation, Eat thy bread. 
with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry beart. 

This will be a complicated enquiry, for the terms bread 
and wine may include all temporal bleffings : thofe which are 
necéffary, as dread ; and thofe which are’convenient, as «wine, 
agreeably to a fimilar paffage in the rvth»Pfalm, in the 7th 
verfe of which thofe, whofe temporal fituation is, in every: 
refpeét, profperous, are defcribed, Their corn, and wine and oil 
increc/es. ‘There muft be various fenfes, then, to our text ; 
we will confider it 
tft: In its, /*tere? meaning. In'this it teaches us, that 
pérfons fhould cheerfully make that ufe of their intereft which 
neéceffity, or reafon requires :---that none fhould deprive 
themfelves of the ufe of worldly bleffings, when they have: 
them in their poffeffion, barely from a fear that ghey ae need, 

& «them, * 


L 


tad 
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then, in future, and thus; in the midft of abundance, fuffer 
that want which they dread. To be more particular : 
the exhortation implies . 

\ Firft. That we fupply our ow neceffities from our intereft : 
>that we make it fubfervient to our own happinefs: ~ 
‘Tt appears as though our text were originally addrefied 
to one, defponding under the apprehenfion, that his neceffary 
expences would reduce him to want :°‘* What fhall I do ? 
—I tremble whenever my appetite requires the ufe of any 
part of my intereft, leit I fhould be unable to replace that 
which it confumes :---I can take no comfort in my wine; 
when I confider how much it cofts, and the uncertainty 
whether my eftate will always fupport me in the ufe of it.” 
To this diftreffed perfon the Preacher fays, Go thy way, 
eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry 


heart : “ Your uneafinefs is irrational : you have no caufe 


to fear expences which the neceffty of your fituation demands; 
which the dignity of your ftation requires ; but you may, 
without the leaft reluctance, difpofe of your money, when 
any thing is wanting, which is neceffary to your fubfiftence, 
or oad meee 2t: Erg ances ~ wi retieu, 45- 


me < ay 


Secondly. That we be fuitably ready to relieve the wants of 


- the poor. 


As fuch are dependent, it is neceffary that they be fupplied, 
or affifted from the wealth of others :—and from the fame 
principles that we may anfwer, with joy, our own defires, we 
may give, with pleafure, to fuch. ~~ : 

* Reafon tells the moft: anxious, and avaritious mi/er, that 
he muft beftow fomething upon himfelf :---the fame reafon 
teaches him, that others are: fubjeéts of fimilar neceflities : 
and may he not relieve fuch, when they are dependent on his 
affiftance, from the fame principles from which he fupplies 
himfelf ?—There is only this difference, with refpeét to his 
own perfon, he not only knows that he has wants; but he 
feels the neceffity of their being fupplied : whereas he does 
not feel the neceffitiés of others ; but only knows that they 
are.in need : notwithftanding, if he condué€'under the infuse 
ence of reafon, and not of fein gs will *he ‘not be as ready 
— B | te 
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roeadminifter to thefe, as to his own wants ¢—And'this ts 
what my text enjoins :—it forbids our repining at fuch ex- 
sences. _ It implies Se 

Thirdly. That we fhould not helitate to anfwer any rational 
and reafonable demands upon our eftates :—not barely private 
debts ; but atiy expences which the- intereft of government,’ 
or the inflitutions of religion requit‘e :—that we be not afraid 
éf impoverifhing ourfelves, by fupporting the exiftence, and 
even the dignity of both. : 

This may be inferred from the famé principles from which 
we relieve the poor, and, confequently, the fame from which 
we fupply otir own wants. ae 

The wealth of fociety is in the hands of individuals who 
cotnpofe it ; and government is dependent on them for its 
fupport ; nor has Gop feen fit, that mankind fhould enjoy 
his inftitutions, without expence. When either of thefe, 
then, require any part of their eftates, it is their duty to 
beftow it; and whenever this is the cafe, they may do it with 
cheerfulnefs :—they may thus eaé their bread with jay. — 


We may obfervé, that our text enjoins only a rational, it 
encourages only a prudent ufe of our intereft :—it is, if not 
as great, yet as certainly a fin, to be lavifh, as contracted : 
and while drink thy wine, with a merry heart, would diffuade 
us from the alarming apprehenfions of the covetous, eat thy 
tread with jey, would bind us from the inconfiderate profufion 
of the /pendtbrift. Nor does the command direct an indis 
vidual, to beftow his intereft upon every fubjeét of expence 

that domes within his knowledge ; but only to ufe it as 
neceflity requires,---as reafon enjoins, and then, without 
Je 36 1S ea ay oe 
adly, ‘The text may be applied to our focial conduff. As 
bread and wine are expreffive of all temporal bleffings, they. 
muft include thofe of a foéial hature, 

That the preacher meant his exhortation fhould extend to 
thefe, is more than probable from what he fays the verfe 

- bitt one after, dive jufully with ibe wife whom thou lovefi—: 
* Be not anxious in your friendfhip :-=+be not pags 
ole 
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thofe whom you efteem, If they, with whom you are cone 
netted, have fome failings, yet be not fevere, but candid tq © 
them. You muft not expect perfection here, and fince you 
are obliged to refide with the imperfeé, enjoy their virtues, 
and o’er-look their faults. ‘This is the language of eat thy 
bread with joy, when applied in this fenfe, — aes 
_ Drink thy wine with a merry heart, likewife allows us 
the inioceut extertainments of fociety :---perhaps to fread the 
ainufing floor *, as well as to enjoy the ¢heerful circle ; ge 
the other part of the verfe regulates our diverfions, for, 
¢at thy bread with joy forbids an unfuitable mirth :—nor 
will either part of the paflage ju/tify that giddy levity, which 
futoxicates the frolickfome heart, or countenance thofe wild 
careers into which the inconfiderate are hurried ; but, the 
text, while it vai/es us above a melancholy /frxpidity, would 
refrain us from being frantic, and enjoins, that we be 
fedately happy, and agreeably cheerful, : 


gdly, The exhortation has reference to our civi? liber- 
ties and privileges. Thefe are temporal bleffings, and eat 
thy bread with JY as it refp. cts. thefe, implies, that we 
be not too fufpicious of an infringement upon our rights : 
—that we do not look upon every conceffion, which is ne- 
ceffary to the good of fociety, as a prelude to total /ubjefion ; 
- nor think, that invefting rulers with /witable powers, is 
forming them into tyrants ; but, that we place fuitable con- 
fidence in thofe, whom we have chofen that Providence 
fhould place over ts. ae 
Jealoufy in fociety, is the fame as covetoufhefs in our 
expences : neither of which can, upon any principles, be 
jultified :—and as there is, likewife, fuch a thing as being 
2 profule 
* And atime to dance, Ecclef. 3. 4, ‘The author acknowledges, that 
the liberty of dancing is more frequently ebu/ed, than any with which we 
are ixdulged—that the exerci/e is more commonly unfuitably attended, than 
any to which there is a feafon, It is often under no hind of regulations—. 
it is confined to xo Aexrs, and it is tao ofteg confidered, not barely as an 
amufement from care, or 2 focial entertainment ; but as a Heence to inconfi- 
derate mirth,weif not to indecent induloencies, 
“It would not be /frange, then, if fome fhoald conclude, from the cox/e- 


gusnces 4o-which it is abufed, that the wrercife, in itfelf, was cenluranic. 
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profufe with wealth, fo there isa danger in being too in- 


attentive to our privileges. eee... 
_ Upon the whole, it appears, that it is the defign of our 
text, to guard men from extremes, with refpect to every 
fublunary enjoyment. They muft be prudent, but not 
covetous : not lavifh, yet lideral. They muft be /edate, 
without being dul/, and cheerful, yet not to levity. They 
mutt exercife difcernment, without being captious or Jevere : 
they mutt be cautious, yet not_/u/picious : confident, and yet 
attentive. Be ty : 

The laft general head may now, with propriety, be brought 
into . Views <Whaeh ig 7 Ate SN FIO Si srr 


IlIdiy. That it is the duty of all, whom Providence 
fucceeds, thus to improve their profperity. Go thy way, 
eat thy bread with i> and drink thy wine with a merry beart, 
fer GOD now accepteth thy works. The | 

1ft. Reafon I would offer in fupport of this will be, 
that ic is the defien of Providence in the beftowment of 
favors that they fhould be thus improved. 

He does not give us riches that they may fhine in our 
cofiers, or be lavithly fquandered :—he does not guard the 
harveft from mildew in the field that it may moulder in our 
eraneries : nor does, he give that flavor to the clufters on 
the vine, in order that their juice may turn four in our cafks ; 
but he is pleafed when his bleffings are fuitably improved. 
I might further add, that he has. not continued our focial 
capacities that we might be uneafy and jealous, or ftupid 
in our relations :—nor does he blefs a nation with civil 
liberties to diftrefs individuals with the fear of loofing them ; 
“but he wil/s that ail our privileges fhould be happily en. 
joyed, The S ~ 

ad. ‘Reafon in favor of my text is, that unlefs we eat 
our tread with joy—ule our bleffings in the manner which 
that enjoins, they will be of no advantage. 

This is the only way in which they can be improved :— 
particularly thofe of wealth. From the fame reafon that 
we referve to-day the ufe of that which might be now 

. enjoyed, 
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énjoyed, we fhall to-morrow, and to the end of life :— 
for if we do not improve a bleffing, when we have it in 
our pofieffion, for fear it will be needed in future, when 
the time, in which we propofe to enjoy it, arrives, we fhall, 
for the fame reafon, defer it to another : and thus all that 
_part of our intereft, which ought to be devoted to prefent 
purpofes,—to. our. own convenience—to the relief of. the 
poor, or the advantage of ‘community, will be entirely 
- ufelefs.---And fhould a perfon conclude it to be neceflary 
to referve all his eftate be an heréafter, his wealth might 
‘take its reft, till it fhould fucceed to wifer heirsy till which 
time it would be, in all refpects, unprofitable. $ 


- 3dly. ‘We thould eat our bread with joy, and drink our 
wine with a merry heart, becaufe we have no reafon to be 
anxious :—for | 
ift. Gop, who has bleffed our labors,---who indulges 
us with mercies, is ever the fame, and we have equal | 
reafon to hope, that he will profper us hereafter, as we 
had to expeét the fuccefs, with which we have already 
been favored :—at leaft, we have more reafon to expect 
his bleffing; if-we fuitably improve -his gifts, than if we 
negleé&t the ufe of them. 
_ 2diy. We have no reafon to be anxious, becaufe life 
is uncertain. 
We know not what a day may bring forth ; why, then, 
fhould any deprive themfelves of a reafonable and com- 
fortable ufe of ons gifts, for the fake of enjoying them 
at a time, to which it is fcarcely probable that they will 
‘airive. © = Nor 
gdly. Can any juftify a covetous referve of the bleffings 
with which they are intrufted, from the defire of leaving 
‘them to. be improved by their heirs, for none know to 
whom their eftates will fucceed. 
"Were a perfon certain that his wealth would be inherited 
by a Jovely child, who would gratefully improve it, there 
would be fome reafon in his eating the dread of carefulne/s, 
and his fatigue, his toil, his anxfous prudence he might 
: view 
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view as in fome degree compenfated, though he fhould 
never enjoy, in his own perfon, the affluence which his 
labors acquired, his concern fecured ;---But this is ver 
uncertain. No man can know his Agir, whether he wi 
be a fon, or a frranger :---a wife man, or a4 fm *. Man- 
kind, fucceffively, are liable to death, and property in 
canfequence of it, to the moft unexpected changes. How 
_ frequent are the inftances, in ‘which an eftate very fuddenly, 
rfakes the hands into which it was willed ;---and how 
much more common, ftill, are thofe, of its being improved 
in a manner, very different from that which its se/ator 
expected !_ How many, could they return from their graves, 
would have the maruneation to find, that they had fpent 
their lives in anxiety and toil, and had denied themfelves 
¢very expence, but thofe which were barely neceffary, in 
order that they might lay up an eftate for fome profligate, 
who, while he is /upported in his pleafures by their exer 
tions, curfes their covetoufnefs and ridicules their induftry ? 
How many who have been deaf to the laaguage of need,--~ 
_ who have refided by the fhelter of Poverty and have fre- 
- sped ceaft'a glance into its half-ftripp’d abode and beheld 
the ravenous afpect, and the ftill more ghaftly glare of hunger, 
and the fhivering limbs of ragged nakednefs, and then have 
gone to their wardrobe, and fealed the door,---to their 
coffers, and made them doubly fecure, could they return 
would find, that a/Z this was only to introduce fome wretch 
to the card-table :---that they foiled, feared, fuffered, Javed 
to heap up an eftate for fome diffolute heir to feat upon 
the wings of hazard to-——vanifh away ! vie . 

In this view, from the uncertainty of owr fucceffor,--+ 
from our ignorance of the improvement he may make of 
our intereft does it not appear, that that man condutts 
wifély who not only eats his bread with joy ; but drinks 
his wine with a merry heart ? Befides, is not the perfon 
as much to blame, who negleéts to improve the gifts of 
Providence for the fake of leaving them toa fao/, as thongh 
he, hirnfelf, fhould expend them upon thofé ends to which 
the fool will apply them?» . Se aij 

; ¢ 
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The laft argument I would mention in favor of the duty 
under confideration, is 


_ 4thly, That a compliance with it is neceffary to the 
happinefs of all who are interefted in it :---to our own-~~ 
eat of the poor, and to the. well-being of fociety. 

What is wealth to thofe who fear, that every expence 
will bring them to want :--sthat every little nothing which 
is beftowed on charitable,---or that ay, larger fum which 
is applied to general purpofes, will:make a fearful vacancy 
in their property! Who look upon umits in their exper- 
ditures, iy be a reduction of thoufands in their capital ? 
How can the poor be relieved, or government, or religion 
fupported with this difpofition !---Or what is diderty, while. 
thofe who enjoy it are continually apprehenfive of its lofs |--- 
Or what is friend/bip with jealoufy ! 


Having confidered each part of the text, we may now,, 
with judgement, forma comment upon the whole, which. 
will “Ss doubtlefs, this,---that mankind fhould view all, 

things as in the hands of Gop,-+-and that, from a fenfe of. 

is goodnefs,---of their own frailty, and of the uncertain nature 

of worldly bleffings they ought with joy to improve his gifts. . 

That none fhould ever indulge anxiety ;---neither about their 

future fupport, nor under the prefent expencés to which they. 

are called, either by their own wants,---or the neceffities of the. 
or, or the good of community ; but that they fhould cheer- 

Filly tefign what fuch demands require, if they have it in their. 

power ; as cheerfully as they eat their own bread, and drink 
their own wine :---and that this happy temper,---this difin-. 

terefted difpofition ought to extend to all their concerns,--- 
ought to be exercifed in all their relations, and with regard, 
to all temporal enjoyments, To 


_ Improve the fubject, we will 
~ aft, Confider an idea which the text, itfelf, and many of. 


the obfervations which have been made have indireétly 
fuggelted ; 
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faggeft fted ; namely, that it is of the bighet importance that 
we be truly religious. : “4 : 
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him, too fondly indulge the idea that fuch happinefs is 
lafting ; but may we realize the neceffity of being interefted 
in that which will put giadne/s into our hearts, when cori, 
and wine; and oil fhall no more encreafe. 
~ 2dly.. How many are the obligations under which we 
are laid to Gop, in having fo much reafon to est our 
bread with joy, and drink our wine with a merry heart 2 
_ Each one of us may comply with the exhortation, not 

nly from the general confiderations which have been men- 
‘tioned ; but from alivioft every other. 

- Whofe works, of us prefent, has not GOD eccepted 2— 
‘who has not been fucceeded in labor, and profpered in 
bufinefs ?— Gop: has likewife bleffed us in our focial rela- 
tions :—how many, and how engaging are the qualifications 
of thofe whom we ftile our friends !—Who, may I not 
fay, has more ugreeable, or more worthy connexions, than 
thofe which we are permitted to form ?—We fhould foon 
find ourfelves loft in the goodnefs of Gop, fhould we 
attempt to trace it only through our private circumftan- 
ces,---fhould we only confider how frequently he has in- 
terpofed in our favor, and in how many refpe&s we are 
1appily diftinguifhed from others :---how, then, thall we 
be able to feel a// our obligations to him, when we turn 
our attention to his goodnefs to the fociety of which we 
are members, to this City, to the State, and to our 
Country ? 

He has caufed the earth to bring forth plentifully :— 
he has, indeed, profpered the work of our hands ;—he 
has fucceeded our defigns:—he has vifited us with no 
evils ; but has bleffed us with almoft every favor,---indul- 
ged us with almoft- every privilege :—while our /words 
remain in plow-/bares, there is profperity in our borders, 
and health in our habitations,---e//, then, may our bofoms 
be compofed; and well may we est our bread with joy. 

Particularly are we under obligations to Gop, in this 
fenfe, for our religious advantages :---for the cofpel, and 
that its doctrines are preached,---its infticutions eftablifhed 
in our land ;---and foy.the favorable opportunities with 
ey ; Cc which 
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which we are» indulged, of fecuring trea/ures which can 
never wajte,---priviteges which can never ceg/e---which we 
fhall never leave :---and thus, while. the. bleffings of a 
uture world are. offered to our acceptance, owe. have a 
ftill higher. inducement not to be anxious in any. earthly 
concerns ; but to: eat our bread with joy.. ot F: 
Nor have we any caufe to be apprehenfive that we fhall, 
hereafter, be lefs happy, than we have rea/onto be at 
prefent 4 forts... vi 
Perhaps none have. brighter pro/pects, than thofe to which 
we. may: look: foward. aad tRSOTy- es, So t - 
_. As individuals, it is. true, we. know ‘not what is. before 
us)---life is uncertain ;---but as a Society---particularly, as 
a Nation we may form more fubftantia) hopes. 
_. As the Almighty has: made, our country his peculiar | 
care, will he ever leave'it 2--~Have we not, rather, reafon 
0 look. forward and. behold. it, under his files, rifing, 
by the 6 H degrees, to the fummit of national great- 
‘ nefs_ As, 


its territory is extenfive,—--its foil fo. fertile,--- 
its feafons fo agreeable,---its. climates fo falubrious, and as 
it has all thofe civil and religious privileges which greatne/s, 
‘ob virtue require, may.we nar behold our fhores. crowded 
with emigrants. from realms ‘lefs happy than ouriown.:--- 
in2y we not behold our /ea-port, and other: commercial 
towns bearing not. only the name, enjoying not only the 
privileges ; but rifng into the greaine/s of citiés,---while 
intermediate villages, commodioufly and pleafantly popu- 
lous, appear in all the charms of rural beauty, and flourifh 
under the. arts of induftry.—: 
_ “May ave not look forward, and behold athofe howling 
wilds which are the roam of favages, falling before our 
advancing /ettlements, till thofe tratts-of defart Llofom like 
ie rofe,--- and till. its groves» are formed. into the /focial . 
dwelling, or the facred. templey and. till we hear thefe 
eccheing to the voice of joy, «refounding with the hymn 
of praiie.. Pits 8 MEE cs ae 

hus may we not proceed, till. the weftern ocean, 
Seaming to flying navies, falutes our. nerate — 
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ehold its borders equally populous, pleafant and flourifia 

ig with our own. ~ a. Tae TOS 

Behold America thus bleffed !---Behold her under ‘cul- 
tivation !---Behold her rivalling the bloom of Eden :--- 
her meadows. clothed in’ verdure :---her paftures graced 
with frantic herds,---her ftreets * with fportive flocks 22 
her orchards bending, wjth their modeit treafures to the 
loweft firetch of chan her heavy harvefts droop- 
ing to the reaping-cradle ;---while her ciéies rife in finifhed 
sreatnefs, and ‘aftonifh the admiring eye ;---or fill the ecr 
é tolling tones, or folemn chimes of afembling wor- 


fhip. 
: Then may This be great, and may your fons be kings, 
and priehs to GOD! 
' Thus, from every confideration of a temporal nature, 
thay you conclude, that you may eat your bread with joy : 
And under what obligations are we laid to Gop ‘in 
‘being bleffed in fuch a manner, as that we have fo much 
reafon to comply with the exhortation !---Is not a tribute 
of praife moft juftly due to HiM, who-has thus loaded 
us with bis mercies ?=--And is not HE entitled to our ~ 
thank s, who will make America an habitation of his mercies, 
an afylum of the moft» important privileges, and the 
flower of the world ? 
_| With propriety is this day devoted to a confideration 
of his goodnefs,---an acknowledgement of his favors, and 
vie el fhall we be if we do not always live to his 
raife. 
z gdly. Is it the duty of all thofe whofe labors “Gop 
-accepteth to enjoy their profperity ;---to improve his gifts 
as their happinefs requires,--as their reafoa dictates ?--- 
_permit me, then, to fay to you, Go thy way, eat thy bread 
with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart.°~ 
_ * Be, hereafter, fober and cheerful in your enjoyments’; 
‘ahd may your plevfures be elevated and ‘refined !---Nor 
will you ea your bread with joy, unlefS you attend to the 
dependent poor,---unlefs you pity their wretchednefs, and 
: ¢ 2 relieve 
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relieve their needs, not barely when they pine with hunger, 
but when they are fhivering under the inclemencies of 
the prefent feafon, without raiment, or fuel. 

Nor will you drink your wine with a mexry beart, while 
any important intereft needs your, liberality, and fuffers, 
apparently from your concern for yourfelves.---In all fuch 
fenfes may you comply with the exhortation in the. text : 
---and. in this light permit me, again, to fay, eas thy bread 
with joy, ot 

f( Gop forbid, that in repeating the command J fhould 
imagine, that you are not fufficiently liberal to yourfelves ; 
---or that I fhould contradiét your reputation fo much, as. 
to intimate that you are contracted in your families, or 
in your commercial intercourfe, or in your relation to civil 
fociety :---in thefe-refpeéts I would not doubt but that 
your Aovor is eftablifhed ;--~But---and yet I would adopt. 
a milder, and, perhaps, a more fuitable term and fay, 
has Religion no demands upon your eftates to which, as 
a Society, you are ftrangely inattentive ?---To be as par-. 
ticular as I mean,-does not the hqufe of worfhip, in its 
appearance, reprove you in being negligent of that which 
it abfoluiely requires ? * ae 

Shall your own dwellings be Suitable for the feeblef ftate 
of inciipofition : and fhall. the barely delicate be infecure 
in the Yemple ?----Shall your own dwellings appear fo © 
decently elegant, and fo agreeably grace yout. private>cir- 
cumitances,---and can you be willing that the houfe of 
Gop fhould difhonor his worfhip ? 

Is this a fuitable. return to HIM to whom you are in-' 
debted for all your -enjoyments,---and but for whofe blef- 
fing upen your tabois, you never could have profpered ? 

Nor am I pleading only for the bongr of religion ; but 
for your own interelt ;---for how rapidly does Society de-~ 
generate, when the worfhip of Gop is neglected | and it 
always will be neglected by /ome, where there is fuch an 
inconvenience. refpecting its exercifes. Thefe will have 
inflyence on others, and foon,--before we. are aware, not 

a ‘ s only * 
* Hag. I. 4-9. ; 
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only the reality, but the appearance of Religion is gone? 
» From the fubje& we learn, that there is no reafon’ why: 
there fould-be wny hefitancy. about expences ‘of this na~ 
ture :---or why-"you ‘fhould- defer this important -concern 
from time to time, for your lives are uncertain, and wealth 
has wings, your's may leave you; or you may die from 
that, before you make your exertions,---and that part of 
. your intereft which you referve for this purpofe may fall 

into the hands of beirs who may apply it in erecting a 
Building,---it may be a Temple---and it may be a Brothel : 
---and it is uxcertain which, as you know not who will 
ucceed you,---nor how vicious fociety may become from 
your neglect. 

Be perfuaded, then, to comply with the duty which the 
text emai in this one,--this mecefary,--this important 
refpect. oe : 

Pindet a belief that #his is your determination I am happy 
in refuming a more general topic by faying, go your way, 
my ffiends,--eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine 
with a merry heart, in all the other {enfes'in which the 
exhortation has been explained,-}-and yr 

Be led by the uncertainty of terreftial enjoyments to 
look above. When you ¢a? your bread and find, that when 
it is improved, it’s gone :---that earthly comforts, which 
_ you once enjoy, return no more, realize, that you were 
not made immortal to be happy in any bleffings which 
| decay,---and afpire to thofe which are fubftantial :---and 
when, hereafter, you indulge yourfelves in the innocent 
~ amufements of the /ocial, the friendly, or the cheerful circle, 
confider the importance of being Candidates for the fociety 
 above---of being interefted in the Saviour’s merit, fince, 
if you be not, you muft take up your abode in that place, 
in which joy and friendfhip are {trangers,---and in which 
thers is no concord ;---but the ¢bril/ of groans, and grating 
_ blafphemies ! : . 
Be induced to look upon a// your enjoyments and pri- 
-gileges in this light i---and to improve them as the fubject, 

to 
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to which you have been attending, enjoins :—and ma 
are. jogs -anto that world, in which th 
perfect, and unimbittered plea/ure flows :—where blef- 
fings. never fly Penner: never fade, 
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